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My fellow Africans,

As we commemorate the sixth anniversary of Africa Environment Day, I once again take pleasure in addressing you on this great and timely occasion. The leaders of the African continent in their wisdom resolved to mark this Day annually to rededicate themselves to the ideals of sustainable environmental management and protection. It is no exaggeration that the potential for Africa’s growth and development is inextricably linked with its environment as a determinant factor of our health and wealth. It is therefore incumbent on all of us as Africans to value and protect our environment. The Day provides us with an opportunity to reflect collectively and individually on the impacts of our actions and strategies in the past twelve months and map a vision for the years ahead.

The Commission of the African Union takes recognizance of the commendable strives that the Member States, with the support of the civil society and our development partners, are undertaking to ensure  the judicious utilization and management of Africa’s natural resources and safeguarding the physical environment of the continent. We expect nothing less as we cannot afford to compromise the well being of our environment and our people. 

My fellow people of the African continent, while we rejoice in these achievements there is absolutely no room for complacency with regard to sound environmental management. Africa still continues to be plagued by natural disasters, which decimate her infrastructure thus bringing untold suffering for the people of the continent. The year 2007 had been a particular tough one for Africa. There had been unprecedented level of floods in most of Africa especially in west and southern Africa. A total of seventeen countries in the continent witnessed severe levels of flooding last year. Drought also continues to take its toll by compounding food insecurity and malnutrition. Environmental instabilities are significant barriers for the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals in many of our countries. 

The phenomena of climate change and climate variability pose real challenges for our dear continent. The need to adapt to climate change and to put in place appropriate mitigation strategies have become indispensable if Africa is to consolidate the laudable achievements made in the field of socio-economic advancement. Thus the theme for our celebration this year is “Adapting to Climate Change for Livelihood Security in Africa”. This theme is indeed a pertinent one considering the vulnerability of the continent to the negative impacts of climate change and variability. Africans by nature have the ingenuity to adapt to changes and circumstances and this creativity must be strengthened to overcome the huddles presented by the environmental challenges of our time.

The Commission of the African Union continues to implement with undiluted dedication the programmes and strategies developed to promote sustainable environmental management and improving the adaptive capacities of the various African stakeholders. Following the adoption of the landmark decision on climate change by the AU Summit of January 2007, the Climate for Development in Africa Program (ClimDevAfrica) is being developed as a copping strategy to minimize the impact of climate change on the continent. In adapting to climate change and variability, Africa needs the support of all and sundry. Capacity building, especially at the local level is of a paramount importance as these are the first people on the frontline, and the most severely affected, when disasters strike. Adaptation and mitigation measures must be strengthened through national, regional and global partnerships. The Green Wall for the Sahara Initiative has also witnessed importance milestones with the elaboration of implementation plan to address the issue of land degradation and desertification in the arid and semi-arid zones of Africa. 

Of equal importance is the implementation of the Disaster Risk Reduction Strategy in Africa for which, a strategy and implementation plan have been developed and adopted by the relevant organs of the African Union. The Commission is now partnering with the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and, through it, the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery of the World Bank in policy development and  capacity reinforcement of the Regional Economic Communities and the Member States. On the issue of sustainable water management in the continent, the Commission of the African Union has been instrumental in federating the various River and Lake Basin Authorities under aegis of African Network of Basin Organisations. Policy and institutional framework guidelines with regard to cooperation for sustainable management of transboundary water basins  have already been developed and will be disseminated to Member States of the African Union in the very near future.

For us to circumvent the threats posed by environmental degradation, it is imperative that the States and Governments of Africa formulate and implement appropriate policy and legislative frameworks that would ensure the sustainable management of the environment. It is therefore essential that environmental issues are mainstreamed into the national policies planning processes in a way that would ensure maximum involvement of the local populations. Furthermore,  necessary financial and human resources should be allotted to it. There is a pressing need for a renewed focus on increasing Africa’s ability to adapt to, and to mitigate the disastrous impacts of disasters. The necessary frameworks for streamlining environmental issues into the national development agendas exist in Africa and with our development partners.  I would therefore implore the Member States to take advantage of those facilities.

The search for sustainable and alternative energy sources to lessen our dependency on the biotic resources remains ever urgent. Deforestation continues to increase at an alarming rate annually to satisfy the growing need for food, wood and wood fuel. In light of this, it is important to recall the high level consultative meeting organized by the Commission in July 2007 in collaboration with the Government of Brazil and UNIDO to assess the prospects of biofuel development in Africa with a view to reducing our dependency on wood fuel and to conserve forests and other biological resources of Africa.

In conclusion my dear compatriots, I wish to extend my sincere feeling of concern to all those people who were unfortunate victims of environmental disasters during the course of the last twelve months and assure them of the unflinching resolve of the Commission of the African Union to advocate for sustainable management of the African environment through the adoption and implementation of suitable environmental policies and frameworks in the continent. The Commission remains available at the service of the Member States and partners to lead the drive to reinvigorate the continent’s capacity to mitigate and adapt to the challenges of environmental degradation aggravated by climate change and climate variability.

I thank you for kind attention    

I wish you all a successful and memorable occasion.




_1088413578

